President Yvonne Scorer’s Vision

Members, guests and, especially, those members of my family who are with us tonight, it is with a mixture of pride and humility that I address you for the first time as president of the Rotary Club of Parramatta.  As someone who taught literature for 33 years, I chose the motif of a new chapter as an appropriate theme with which to begin my year.  I am acutely aware, though, that it’s a chapter that is going to have to be well written to follow on from the last 82 chapters of this very fine and distinguished Rotary club.

In determining my vision for 2008/2009 I felt it was important to reflect the area in which I worked for 33 years, education.  Even though now retired and still in the process of finding the new me, the education of youth in both academic and life skills, is still something close to my heart. I also had to consider the RI theme for the year, ‘Make Dreams Real’. Our incoming president, D. K. Lee has drawn our attention to the plight of children throughout the world with 30,000 a day dying from preventable diseases. In a global effort to make dreams real, each club has been asked to contribute $1,000 per year for three years to the Polio Plus program in order to meet the $1m that the Gates Foundation has pledged as a matching grant.  Your incoming board has some ideas as to how we might raise that money, hopefully in combined efforts with the other two Parramatta clubs.  While at a district level, our incoming DG Paul Erickson has stressed the importance of community service and asked clubs within District 9690 to sponsor a local project.

So taking all of the above into account, and knowing that there is only so much possible in one year, I have chosen to combine the objectives of community service and youth development, through the creation of a special liaison with one of the many schools in the Parramatta district, Arthur Phillip High School.  Why this school, some of you may ask.  For no better reasons than that it lies within the heart of Parramatta, and it represents in many ways what I believe education is about – it meets the needs of a range of students from different cultural backgrounds and with a variety of academic and personal needs and aspirations.  

Tonight we have as a club guest one of the deputies of APHS, and next week we will have at our meeting one of their teachers as a guest speaker to outline the profile of the school, and give us a better understanding of the needs their students. We will support these students through both service and funding. I have discussed with the principal and other teachers such projects as assisting staff in initiating a weekly Breakfast Club, where hopefully we can physically provide service on a rostered basis.  The Transition Teacher has formed a Green Team to encourage environmental responsibility and would really appreciate finance for materials for a student-built greenhouse.  Perhaps we can also provide technical assistance for its construction – we do have some expertise in the club.  There are numerous other possibilities such as providing work experience and community service opportunities for students At Risk, perhaps even providing adult mentors for some of them.  It is my intention that we will regularly host students from APHS as guests at our meetings, having them speak to us about what is happening at the school, talking to them during dinner, and generally fostering a mutually rewarding relationship. 

This will continue IPP Ian’s focus on Youth in his year, through the next Rotary year. Our APHS association will be complemented by a continuation of support for Rotary youth programs such as RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment), RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) and MUNA (Model United Nations Assembly).  And of course there is our own Ern Clift public speaking competition. I today spotted the ‘lost’ perpetual trophy in the trophy cabinet at James Ruse Agricultural High school. Your incoming board had planned to start another one this year, but we can now resume with the original.  These youth programs are all excellent programs and we will certainly be encouraging students not just from both APHS, but from all schools within the Parramatta district to take the opportunities for leadership development that such programs provide.  RYDA will be operating from the Tennis Centre at Homebush annually from this year, and I sincerely hope that we as a club will support this valuable program that targets Year 11 students for driver awareness before they get behind the wheel.  I hope that we will be able to assist students to attend the program as well as provide Rotary volunteers to assist those running it.

From a district and RI perspective, the key focus areas for all clubs are membership and public relations.  I have appointed a membership committee and a PR officer, as non-board positions for the upcoming year.  All clubs have been asked to set a minimum goal of a net gain of one member in the year, although ideally we should be aiming for 10% increase, which for us is a net gain of three.  We will be working with the other two Parramatta clubs to promote Rotary in Parramatta, in an effort to meet these goals, hopefully through a combined function.   

This year the club also needs to consider the RI Club Leadership Plan, which involves re-structuring the club board and committees, and adopting a new constitution.  We have a guest speaker organised from a club which has undergone the changes, to address us in July so that we can all make informed decisions, and if we decide to go down that path, have everything in place for our AGM in November, so as to take effect in PE Carl’s 2009/2010 year.

While service is an important part of Rotary, the other part, and one that our club is particularly good at, is fellowship.  It is planned to continue many of the already established get-togethers and functions such as home hospitality, a variety of partners’ nights, and a wine trip.  PP John Jackson OAM has indicated willingness to have another picnic day, although at this stage we don’t envisage anything quite as significant to celebrate as last year’s wedding.  But . . . who knows what may arise.  And I hope that many members and partners will join us in the Hunter in March for the district conference.

We will of course continue to recognise excellence through our Pride of Workmanship and Policeman of the Year Awards nights.  And we will continue our current relationship with and support of, the Millennium Foundation.  

So, there will be much of the old, tried and successful during the year, but just a little of the new.  All areas of Rotary will of course be included in our programs – vocation, community, international and youth.  Most importantly what I know will continue is that you, members of the Rotary Club of Parramatta and the Family of the Rotary Club of Parramatta will continue to provide service above self and to enjoy the fellowship that we have all come to value so much.  I am looking forward to the year to come.

