PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE ROTARY CLUB OF PARRAMATTA

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 2008

It has been a great pleasure to serve as President of this Club for the last 12 months. A philosophy I have to life these days that we are here for a good time and not a long time.  I was told at the beginning of the year that the year would flash by and it certainly did.  I also think that we had a good time.  No matter whether it was a social event or a fund raising event all those who came along did it with a sense of fun.

All of the Directors were busy throughout the year presenting the Club with valuable projects.  In particular, I would like to mention under the various areas of service the following:-

Club Service 

One of the most import aspects of our Club is the weekly meeting and ensuring that we have a varied and interesting programme.  This I feel was certainly the case of the last 12 months with our program including visits to TAFE and the Millennium Foundation and with a variety of interesting speakers at normal meetings from the humorous such as, Bubbles the Clown to the serious.  PP Ron Fox deserves special mention and thanks for all his effort and planning throughout the year.

The Club also held a number of social events throughout the year which were well supported by Club Members and enjoyed by all who attended.  These included –

· Rotary Race Day

· A day of Home Hospitality

· The Wine Tour of the Hunter Valley

· Christmas at Barnabys which in turn supported the Salvation Army

· The Celebration of Ryk’s Wedding

· Attendance at the District Conference at Mudgee.

Community Service 

The area of community service saw a continuation of some regular programs together with some new areas. 

A successful Bowel Scan Program was again undertaken this year with the involvement of local chemists.  Over $1300 was collected from the sale of kits.

The Mint Project continued at Westmead Hospital.  New mint machines were purchased to replace older machines requiring maintenance.

Some Club Members have participated in the Flu Vaccine Trial Project conducted by the Westmead Children’s Hospital.  

The Club’s traditional barbecues continued to be efficiently organised and remain an effective means of raising funds and participating in community events.  Other than our fund raising made at Bunnings, the Club provided assistance at the following events:-

· Naidoc 

· VW Car Club 

· Family Law Courts Fun Run

· Police Youth Day

· Jaguar Car Club

· Kids Colonial Day

· Millennium Wine and Food Festival

Vocational Service

Two highly successful events were carried out during the year.  The first being the Police Officer of the Year Event which was held in conjunction with the two other Parramatta Clubs.  The committee for this event received more than 15 nominations for the year with 4 from community organisations.  I am certain that this event was well received by the local Police Officers.

The second event organised was the Pride in Workmanship Awards.  The Club presented 6 awards to well deserved recipients who had been nominated by Club Members.

Youth Service

Youth service is an area where the Club has traditionally provided service for the local schools.  

One of the highlights of the year is always the Annual Clift Public Speaking Competition.  This event was again a success with participants from Northmead, McArthur Girls and James Ruse Agricultural High Schools along with Our Lady of Mercy College Parramatta and Catherine McAuley Girls High School.  The night was very capably adjudicated  by Shannan Lea Eksteen with Erica Vogels of Catherin McAuley High School winning the night.  

The Rotary Use Driver Awareness (RYDA) was attended by students from Arthur Phillip High School and supported with assistance by Members.  This was a tremendous course which I hope the Club can continue to support.

Though the recommendation of the district, we supported Krystal Feuerherm to attend the one week Rotary Leadership Award (RYLA) Intensive Leadership Development Seminars.

International Service

The area of international service was supported in a number of ways.  The Club prepared in an efficient way the Christmas Shoe Box Program. 

The Club also had a return visit from Sana and her husband from Finland.  Sana was a previous exchange student hosted by the Club. 

The Club also provided considerable financial support to international projects.

Fund Raising
As previously indicated, barbecues were the main source of revenue throughout the year with these being well support by Club Members.  The major donations by the Club were to the following:-

· Millennium Foundation

· Shelter Box

· RYDA

· Outreds 

· Village Aid

· Polio Plus

· Orphan Rescue

· Fred Zhang (pianist)

· The Rotary Foundation

· The Variety Club.

Other Important Events

Honorary Memberships
Honorary membership was bestowed on PP Barry Lathlean after 34 years of distinguished service the Club.

Paul Harris Fellows
Harris Fellows were presented to Joan Miller and PP Peter Panos for their long and selfless service to the Club and the community.

OAM

The Club was most proud of our distinguished Member PP John Jackson on him being awarded the Order of Australia Medal.

District Involvement
PP Liz MacKintosh did the Club proud serving as Assistant Governor for the year.  

A Highlight Worth Remembering

The Club had tremendous fun celebrating the wedding our first bachelor for over 50 years.  Ryk Eksteen was married to his talented and beautiful wife Shannan.

I have been most fortunate to have a Board that has supported me so much and shown such commitment.  In addition to the Board Members which included Yvonne Scorer, PP Ian Wood, Ryk Eksteen, PP Bradley Fuller, Graham Cook, Mark Lam and Christene McSeveny, I would like to make special thanks to a couple of members.  They are PP Brian Gowan for his continued organisation of barbecues and to PP Frank Jacobs for organising the weekly raffles.  Last but not least I also thank my wife, Julie for her endless support throughout the year.

As Yvonne Scorer takes over for 2008 – 2009, I would like to thank her for her support and I know that she and the new enthusiastic Board will go on to accomplish much more in the future.  I offer her my support and best wishes for the up coming year.

IAN EDENBOROUGH

President (2007 – 2008)

23rd day of June, 2008.

